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Our troop #549 is from the Hilltop Region and we were recently able to attend a Horsemanship Clinic at R Dream Appaloosas.  The girls learned about the Appaloosa horse, their history, how their breed came to be and also how to tell if a horse is an appaloosa.  They also learned about showing horses and some   breeding history.  They were able to see 2 foals and learned the correct terminology for the horses.  The girls were able to get up close to meet different horses and learn that each one has its own personality just like us.  They also learned how to brush and clean the

 horses hooves, clean their stalls, learned about the different riding techniques, what judges look for in both the rider and horse and best of all, they were all able to ride a horse.  For some this was the first time

 and it was so much fun for everyone.  Not only did they get to learn about the beautiful Appaloosas, but they also were able to meet 2 miniature ponies; one of which was a miniature Appaloosa!  The owners of the stable are Lori and Doug Richards and also had their helpers Libby and Mitch who all guided the girls with wonderful patience and enthusiasm.  We as leaders

 also had a great time and had the pleasure of being able to ride!  After we hesitantly left our new horse friends at the farm, we all went out to lunch and then had a cool down at Laural Oaks Aquatic Center.  What a fantastic day!  We would recommend spending this type of day with your troop to anyone!  Our girls were models of the Girl Scout Law and had a wonderful time because of it.  I have attached a picture of our group and the horses the girls were able to ride.  Their names are Rachel and Misty and unfortunately the big Stallion LP was a little too antsy to pose so he and Doug are pictured walking away.  We wanted to share this great experience with everyone and send out a special thanks once again to Lori and Doug for

 sharing their experience and passion with us!

 Thanks,
 Angie Bowers

 Valori Maher

 Connie Tieszen

